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be kept in reserve. Such is first of all the tactical
formulae for artilleries engaged in an artillery struggle.

Once the enemy artillery has been overthrown or
silenced, guns must return to the task of helping infantry 9
by preparing the attack on the points which are the
latter's objectives.

That preparation involves (as we shall see by and by,
more particularly when studying the decisive attack)
clearing the ways of access, the approaches leading to the
objective, as well as breaching the objective; following
up the attack.

Opening a way to infantry on the whole front so as
to enable it to reach decisive acts; helping it in these
attacks, in these decisive acts; these are the tactics
of artillery in the course of the preparation.

Such an alternate function in the artillery struggle
and the infantry actions leads to varying the grouping
of batteries. In the first case (artillery struggle),
divisional artilleries must attempt to join the corps
artillery, under the effective or nominal command
of the officer commanding the artillery of the army corps.
All the batteries must then try to form a whole, the
artillery Hfthe army corps working in a common direction
(which does not mean in a single place).

In the second case (infantry action, artillery in support
of infantry), divisional artilleries of course remain under
the orders of the generals commanding the divisions;
they are reinforced iby all or part of the corps artillery,
which thus becomes an artillery attached to infantry
under the orders of generals commanding the divisions.
The whole artillery of the army corps tends to become
divisional, and therefore to dividing itself and acting
in two or three directions, those of the divisions.

Moreover, in proportion as arms are improved (quick-
firing rifles and guns), infantry is compelled, when
advancing, to move under cover, at least from gunfire;
to this end, infantry has to utilise all practicable defi-
lades and to follow them for the longest time possible*
The necessity of cover increases every day.

But these ways of access are easily paralysed nowadays
by weak troops occupying " points d'appui" and armed
with quick-firing rifles, or enfilading with a few quick-